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WILLIAM J, HQLZTRAGER 
CURVED DISPLAY SHELF 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

5 The present invention relates generally to a merchandise 

display apparatus and particularly to a curved display shelf 
that can be hung from a slatwall to provide additional display 
space for merchandise. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 A slatwall is generally used for displaying merchandise. 

The grooves provided by the slatwall are used to hang standard 
hardware, which may be used to support a shelf on which to 
display merchandise. However, the space immediately beneath the 
shelf may become unusable for hanging additional merchandise, 

15 since it is obscured by the shelf. There is, therefore, a need 
for providing a shelf that provides visible hanging space 
underneath for displaying additional merchandise. 
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OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
curved display shelf that can be hung from a wall to provide 
additional display space for merchandise. 
5 It is another object of the present invention to provide a 

curved display shelf having a side wall made from slatwall 
member from which merchandise may be hung using standard 
hardware . 

In summary, the present invention provides a curved display 
10 shelf, comprising an arcuate sidewall having an upper edge, the 
sidewall including at least one groove from which to hang 
merchandise; a top panel secured to the upper edge; and at least 
one hook operatively secured to the slatwall member for hanging 
to a display wall. 
15 These and other objects of the present invention will 

become apparent from the following detailed description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a top perspective view of a curved display shelf 
made in accordance with the present invention. 
20 Fig. 2 is cross- sectional view taken along line 2-2 of 

Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a back end view of the curved display shelf of 
Fig. 1. 

Figs. 4-8 are perspective views of a process for making the 
25 curved display shelf of Fig. 1. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

A display shelf 2 made in accordance with the present 
invention is disclosed in Fig. 1. The display shelf 2 is shown 
hanging from a slatwall 4. However, the display shelf .2 may 
5 also be hung from a grid wall or recessed standards. The 

display shelf 2 has an arcuate side wall 6 made from a slatwall 
member, preferably of extruded polyvinylchloride plastic 
material. A top panel 8 is secured along an upper outer edge 10 
of the sidewall 6, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, and preferably 

10 conforms to the overall shape of the sidewall 6 as viewed from 
the top. A pair of hooks 12 are operably secured to the top 
panel 8 to provide means for hanging the display shelf 2 from 
the slatwall 4. Although two hooks 12 are shown, it should be 
understood that one may be sufficient, depending on the type of 

15 hook used, since it should be understood that the display shelf 
2 may fitted with various types of hanging hardware to allow it 
be hung from all types of slotted wall and fixture systems, in 
addition to others, such as recessed standards, grid wall, puck 
systems or any systems that require attachment or hanging 

2 0 hardware . 

The top panel 8 advantageously provides a flat surface on 
which to display merchandise. The sidewall 6 is advantageously 
configured to utilize standard slatwall hardware, such as hanger 
14, to allow additional merchandise to be displayed on the 
25 slatwall 4. The sidewall 6 advantageously extends away from the 
slatwall 4, affording merchandise hanging therefrom a more 



visible location. The curved display shelf 2 advantageously 
provides the user with a softer look on an otherwise flat 
slatwall . 

A reinforcing member 16 secured along the back edge 18 of 
5 the panel 8 to provide additional support to the panel 8 and 
reinforcement to the hooks 12. The sidewall 6 has a plurality 
of horizontal, spaced apart grooves 20, preferably T-shaped, 
although other groove configurations may be used, such as those 
disclosed in U.S. Patent Nos . 5,485,934, D471,993 or 4,752,010, 

10 hereby incorporated by reference. The grooves 20 are configured 
to accept standard hanging hardwares, such as item 14 shown in 
Fig. 1. The sidewall 6 has a base wall 22 and a plurality of T- 
shaped ribs 24 arranged horizontally and parallel to each other 
to form the grooves 20. The sidewall 6 may be extruded in one 

15 piece or built up from individual extruded pieces . Although the 
sidewall 6 is shown with a plurality of grooves 20, it should be 
understood that a sidewall 6 with one groove 20 is also 
envisioned. The upper edge 10 of the sidewall 2 preferably 
includes a recess 26 adapted to receive the peripheral outer 

20 edge 27 of the top panel 8, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The top 
panel peripheral edge 27 may also extend beyond the outer edge 
10. However, it is preferable to attach the top panel 8 to the 
side wall 6 such that an upper lip 28 is created to provide a 
stop for any object placed on the panel 8 from sliding off the 

25 panel. 
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Referring to Figs. 4-7, the sidewall 6 is initially a 
straight slatwall member which is subjected to heat energy, 
generally represented by the phantom lines 30, to bring its 
temperature to about 320°F. Preferably, the slatwall member is 
5 placed in an oven at about 320**F for about 3-10 minutes, 

depending on its thickness and size. The softened slatwall 
member is then pressed against a mold 32 and held against it 
until it cools down. The slatwall member then retains the shape 
of the mold. The top panel 8 is then secured to the recess 2 8 

10 of the sidewall 6, as shown in Fig. 8. It becomes very pliable 
and is immediately bent around the form 32 and held for about 2- 
3 minutes allowing slatwall member to cool, after which the 
slatwall member stays bent to the shape of the form. The 
sidewall 6 may be bent to any arcuate shape and arc as desired, 

15 such as semi-circular, 180^ arc as shown in Fig. 1. 

While this invention has been described as having preferred 
design, it is understood that it is capable of further 
modification, uses and/or adaptations following in general the 
principle of the invention and including such departures from 

20 the present disclosure as come within known or customary 

practice in the art to which the invention pertains, and as may 
be applied to the essential features set forth, and fall within 
the scope of the invention or the limits of the appended claims. 
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